ROXANNE

(Outlandos D’Amour, 1978)
Music and Lyrics by Sting

Figure 1 — Intro, Verse, Pre-Chorus, and Chorus

“Roxanne” is the first Police hit and an immortal classic rock number. The tune
reflects one of the band’s primary credos: the synthesis of black and white musics—in this
case, black reggae and white pop. Reggae, already a popular medium with British punk
rockers, figured prominently in the early Police repertory. Casting the die for numerous
future works, “Roxanne” presaged their future musical direction and Sting’s penchant for
clever views of challenging subjects.

“Roxanne” personifies the new three-piece style pioneered by the Police. The gui-
tar’s role in the song is intentionally sparse, coloristic, and restrained. Instead of the oblig-
atory lead-guitar wailing of most rock trios, Andy’s playing is comprised entirely of per-
cussive quarter-note chord strums in the intro, verses, and pre-chorus. Instead of thick
distorted power chords in these sections, Andy opts for lighter mid-register voicings ren-
dered with his bright, semi-clean Tele tone. Note his characteristic use of more sophisti-
cated chords like F6, E>bmaj7, Cm7, and particularly Fsus4 and Gsus4.

Andy saves the power chords for the chorus, which takes on a harder, punk-rock
quality with an increased dynamic level and his driving eighth-note rhythm guitar part.
Note the syncopation and accents on beats 3 and 4 in measures 36, 38, 40, 42, and 44.
These simple rhythmic twists produce a more unusual oblong power-chord figure and add
an arresting artistic quirkiness to an otherwise straightforward groove.
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